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292 KLALLAM

{United States v. State of Washington, 384 F. Supp. 312
(1974]), which allocated 50 percent of the commercial
harvest ol salmon to western Washington treaty tribes.
Under Phase 11 of the Boldt Decision the treaty tribes
have some say over development activities which might
jeapardize the quality of the environment which sup-
ports the salmon runs. The Klallam ribes have taken
an active role in resource protection and enhance-
ment. They operate several salmon hatcheries and
many of their tribal members are active in commer-
cial fishing. The basis of theit economic life is the
commercial fishery, including salimon, crab, and other
species of commercially valuable fish and shellfish.
Unemployment rates vary from 21 percent at
jamestown, to 64 percent at Lower Elwha, and 74
percent at Port Gambie. Health care and other social
services are provided by state and federal agencies on
each of the reservations. Tribal development is lim-
ited to small-scale enterprises, such as smoke-shops,
typical of reservation communities in the Northwest,
and traditional crafts, such as wood carving.

Culture

The Klallam are of the Coast Salish language fam-
ily, originally speaking a dialect of “Straits Salish,”
although there are few speakers of Klallam today. The
religious life of the Klallam is dominated by Chris-
tianity. There are a number of members of the Indian
Shaker Church, which has been active among the
Klallam since the late 1800s. Children are educated in
nearby public schools although the Port Gamble
Klallam have a tribal preschool.

Daniel L. Boxberger

See alse Fishing and Hunting Rights; Washing-
ton State Tribes

Further Reading

Eells, Myron. “The Twana, Chemakum, and Clallam
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Gunther, Erna. Klallam Ethnography. University of
Washington Publications in Anthropology 1: 5. Seattle:
University of Washington {1927): 127-314.

Suttles, Wayne. “The Centra} Coast Salish.” Handbeok of
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Wayne Sutiles. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institu-
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KLAMATH

Historically the Klamaths have lived in the Cas-
cade Range in present-day south central Oregon and
northern California. Following a treaty in 1864, the
federal government created the Klamath Reservation
in what is now southern Oregon. Members of Kla-
math, Modoc, Pit River, Shasta, and Northern Paiute,
the Yahooskin Band of Snake Indians and other groups
settled on the reservation. By the end of the nine-

teenth century, these groups collectively became
known as the Klamath tribe. Several anthropologists
note that the tribe refers to themselves as Maklaks,
ar the “people.” The name Klamath is of uncertain
arigin.

History

OnOctober 14, 1864, the Ktamaths thiough treaty
(16 Stat. 718) ceded to the United States over 13 mil-
lion acres of high, semiarid lands east of the Cascade
Mountains. In exchange the Klamath retained about
1.9 million acres for the creation of their reservation
on February 17, 1870 (16 Stat. 383). Several disputes
arose over reservation treaty boundaries which re-
mained unsettled until the twentieth century. Erro-
neous government surveys in 1871 and 1888 excluded
some Klamath lands from the reservation. The federal
government agreed en June 17, 1901, to compensate
the Klamaths nearly half a million dollars for these
omitted tands. Further disagreements enstied cver
land within the reservation itself. Prior to the 1864
treaty, the State of Oregon conveyed land patents to
a land company to construct a never used Oregon

_Central Military Road. Of the land, 111,358 acres lay

within the newly created Klamath Reservation. The
Klamath initiated several suits to void the land pat-

_ents. In February, 1904, the Supreme Court ruled in

the Indians’ favor. The land company on August 22,
1906, agreed to exchange the land patentsin the heart
of the reservation for 86,418 acres of prime forest tand
in the reservation’s northeast corner. The Klamaths
sought fairer compensationin the courts. After alengthy
battle, on April 25, 1938, the Supreme Court upheld
an additional Court of Claims award of $5,313,347. In
recent decades the Ktamaths bave received several
other claims 1elated to the creation of the Klamath
Reservation. In 1964 the Indian Claims Commission
agreed to award the Klamaths $2.5 million for land
ceded in 1864 (Docket 100). The Claims Commission
in 1969 also granted close to $4.2 million additional
compensation for nineteen boundary survey errors
{Docket 100-A). ‘

" Allotments on the Kiamath Reservation, like on
most other Indian reservations, occurred in the pe-
tiod from 1895 to 1910. Nearly 180,000 acres were

-allotted to 1,174 Klamaths. Unallotted, or tribal sur-

plus fands, however, were notopened to outside settle-
ment, The Klamath peoples as a result tetained large
stands of valuable ponderosa (yellow) pine. Commer-
cial harvests from the stands later became an impor-
tant source of tribal income. The Klamath Reserva-
tion remained federally recognized until 1954. Con-
gress in that year passed Public Law 587, otherwise
known as the Klamath Termination Act, which ended
thefederal government’s administrative responsibili-
ties to the Klamath and transferred these to state and
local governments. The Termination Act also pro-
vided for relinquishment of federal trust over Kla-
math land and the distribution of tribal income on a
per capita basis.
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The idea of some form of terminationfor the
Klamath Reservation was hot new. Rich timber hold-
ings had long made them a target for withdrawal. The
termination movement, however, gainéd momentum
after 1945, largely as a result of theleadership of tribal
politician Wade Crawford. His insistence that the
Klamaths were teady for termmatmn ensured imme-

son,’ Dibbon Cook ]esse L Kirk br and Seldon E.
Kirk.

Congressional supporters of the Klamath Termi-
nation Act hoped the law would appease both tribal
factions. The law allowed tribal members the option
cither to withdraw from the tribe and receive their pro
rata share of tribal assets, or to remain with the tribe
and have their claim to the unsold portion of the
reservation placed under trust. The law provided a
four-year transition period lasting until August 13,
1958, Carrying out Public Law 587 proved dilficult,
Efforts by various lobbyists produced two amend-
ments to the original termination law. The greater
revision came in 1958, as Congress agreed to several
key changes. New provisions authorized the sale of
timber iracts to private huyers through competitive
bids equal to or above the market value. Purchasers
wete required to adhere to sustained yield and other
conservation measures. Unsold tracts would be sold
to the Forest Service to create anational forest (Winema

National Forest). The federal government would pur- .

¢hasé the Klamath marsh and manage it as a wildlife
refuge. Final termination was postponed untilApril 1,
1961.

Elections in 1958 effectively ended the Klamath
Resetvation. In'that year, 1,659 Klamaths (77 percent)
voted (o withdraw from the tribe an receive a per
caplta payment of $43,000. The government, in order
to pay these individuals their share of the tribal es-
tate, sold 717,000 acres of their 862,000 reservation.
The remaining 474 members (23 percent} continued
their tribal status, hoping to survive economically on
the 145,000 acres still held by them. In 1974, however,

th]hfederalrecognmon was termmated in 1954,
Klamath identity remained resilient. In 1975, the Kla-
math readoptedits 1953 Constitution and functioned
as a tribal government. Federal coyrts in the middle
to late 1970s acknowledged Klamath treaty rights to
hunt and fish and water claims. Eventually on August
27, 1986, Public Law 33-398 restored the Klamath
tribe to federally recognized status.

Current Sitwation
Termination proved costly to the Klamaths. Prior
to terminaiion, the Klamath were ameng the most
self-sufficient tribes in the United States. In 1993,
having lost their land base, the 2,700 enrolled Kla:
math, 1,600 of them living in Klamath County, Or-
egon, face severe economic problems. Recentdroughts

and complicated conservationissues have further hurt
the Klamaths' ability to compete. Current statistics
reveal that 70 percent of the Klamaths live below the
poverty ievel. Submission by the Tribal Council to
Congress in late 1992 of a thirty-year economic seli-
sufficiency plan attempts to revive a sluggish post-
termination Klamath economy. Presently an eight-
member business committee chosen by popular vote
of the general council directs. Klamath affairs. The
general council includes all enrolled adult members
of the tribe. The Klamaths have had a Tribal Council
since 1908, and a Constitution since 1929. Since res-
toration of tribal status, Tribal Chairman Charles E.
Kimbol, S1., and other present leaders, worked to
meet daily needs and provide for their constituents.:
Home improvement programs, construction of a new
dental facility, and plans for new tribal offices and a
cultural center seek to improve present living condi-
tions. Forty years after termination, the Klamaths face
an uncertain future. Yet the resourceful and adaptive
nature of the Klamath people in the face of adversity
ensures the continuance and persistence of the tribe
as the twentieth century draws 1o a close.

Culture

Participation in the annual August sucker cer-
emony, a traditional event to assure favorable sucker
(fish) runs, basketweaving classes and translation of
textbooks into the Penutian language helps secure
cultural continuity. Beadwork, arrowhead-making, and
ornamental usage of bone among the Klamaths are
among the crafts taught to new generations. An an-
nual all-indian basketball tournament in February
and March, the Klamath Propriety Powwow on De-
cember 31, to usher in the new year, and Treaty Days
in August, 10 celebrate restoration of tribal status,
help promote community lifc. Religion among the
Klamaths contains elements of Christianity, Catholi-
cism, Shakensm. and traditional Native practices.’

Thomas W. Cowger

See also Government Policy: Termination and
~ Restoration

Further Reading
Hood, Susan. “Termination of the Klamath Tribe in
Oregon.” Ethnohistory 19 (Fall 1872): 379-92. :> A
Spier, Leslie. Klamath Ethnography. University of
California Publications in American Archeology and
Ethnology 30. Berkeley: University of California, 1930.
Stern, Theodore. The Klamath Tribe: A People and The:r .

Reservation. Seattle: University of Washington Press, ©
1965.
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