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Governor Schwarzenegger, in taking action on the 1177 bills he received during the second half of the 2007-08 legislative session, demonstrated once again that he is committed to protecting California’s family farms. He wound up signing 763 bills and vetoing 414 bills. There has been much weeping and gnashing of teeth due to the fact that the governor set a record for vetoes in a single year by returning 35 percent of the bills without his signature. Approximately a quarter of the vetoes were accompanied with a generic message that said, “The historic delay in passing the 2008-2009 State Budget has forced me to prioritize the bills sent to my desk at the end of the year's legislative session. Given the delay, I am only signing bills that are the highest priority for California. This bill does not meet that standard and I cannot sign it at this time.” 

This year’s final edition of the Friday Review will highlight the governor’s action on the priority bills for farmers and ranchers.

The governor signed AB 186 (Bill Maze, R-Visalia) extends the Central Valley Rural Crime Prevention Program (CVRCPP) for three years. Evaluations of the CVRCPP by the Legislative Analyst’s Office found that the arrest rate for rural crime was 25 percent compared to a 10 to 14 percent rate of arrests for property crimes statewide. Additionally, the CVRCPP recovered 34 percent of property reported stolen compared to only a four percent recovery rate for non-motor vehicle property stolen statewide. AB 186 was part of the final budget compromise at the request of Farm Bureau.

The governor also signed AB 541 (Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael) provides statutory protection for growers in possession of de minimis or unintentional amounts of proprietary material and establishes a sampling protocol designed to protect the rights of growers in determining whether or not a patent infringement has occurred. Farm Bureau supported this measure.

Governor Schwarzenegger signed the two metal theft bills that will hopefully stem the tide of the rampant metal theft that has plagued California. AB 844 (Tom Berryhill, R-Modesto) puts an end to a pattern of quick cash for metal thieves by requiring recyclers to hold payment for three days, check a photo ID and take a thumbprint of anyone selling scrap metals. It also requires anyone convicted of metal theft to pay restitution for the materials stolen and for any collateral damage caused during the theft. SB 691 (Ron Calderon, D-Montebello) requires recyclers to take thumbprints of individuals selling copper, copper alloys, aluminum and stainless steal. Sellers must also show a government ID and proof of their current address. Recyclers who break the law will face suspension or revocation of their business license and increased fines and jail time.

The governor vetoed AB 1021 (Tom Berryhill, R-Modesto) that would have required the Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) to appoint an 11-member committee of the California Apple Commission, and a scientific advisory panel, for the general purpose of preventing the further introduction of identified pests and diseases. The bill would have also provided that no person shall ship apples into the state unless that shipment is accompanied by a certificate attesting to the shipment's compliance with CDFA regulations; and, would have made it a crime to handle apples from designated areas the committee finds to be infested with apple destroying pests and diseases. The governor used his generic veto messages noted above.

The governor also vetoed AB 1107 (Juan Arambula, D-Fresno) that would have allowed agricultural workers in drought-affected counties to supplement their unemployment benefits to a reasonable level without losing their eligibility for those benefits. The governor said that while he was supportive of the concept of this measure, any increase in unemployment benefit payments would negatively impact the fragile Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund. He also called attention to California’s current high unemployment rate that is already stressing the Fund and any increase in unemployment benefits further contributes to Fund inadequacies. The governor also used his veto message to once again call for a comprehensive program to address California’s water infrastructure. He said, “the fact that drought conditions have led to increased unemployment in agriculture and other industries is more evidence of why California needs to enact a comprehensive water reform package immediately. California has needed water reform for decades, and the failure to address the state’s needs has led us to where we are today. If we had enacted comprehensive water reform twenty, or even ten, years ago, we could have avoided the loss of jobs and disruption to business that this drought is causing. The failure to enact comprehensive water reform hurts employers and employees in agriculture and other industries, slows development and business growth, and negatively impacts the environment.”  See complete veto message.
Governor Schwarzenegger also signed the Farm Bureau-sponsored AB 2168 (Dave Jones, D-Sacramento) that will enhance the ability to sell direct market value-added farm products by allowing farmers to sell processed agricultural products, such as jams, dried fruits, olive oil, etc. at their farm stands without being classified as Retail Food Facilities and therefore, subject to all of the requirements under the California Retail Food Code. The bill also allows individuals, organizations, or entities that purchase produce or products from a farmers' market, farm stand, or retail farm stand to resell that product to another user if there is information provided to trace back the produce. For example, a restaurant chef would be able to shop for his produce for the restaurant at farmers markets. 

Governor Schwarzenegger signed AB 2222 (Anna Caballero, D-Salinas) requires the State Water Resources Control Board (Water Board), before June 1, 2009, to identify and recommend to the Legislature funding options to extend the comprehensive groundwater monitoring program until January 1, 2024, and make recommendations to enhance public accessibility of information on groundwater conditions. The bill requires the Water Board, on or before January 1, 2012, in consultation with specified agencies, to submit to the Legislature a prescribed report. Farm Bureau has filled one of the two agricultural positions on the public advisory committee making recommendations to the Water Board. 

The Governor vetoed AB 2270 (John Laird, D-Santa Cruz). AB 2270 would have authorized any local agency that maintains a community sewer system to take action to control residential salinity inputs, including from water softeners, to protect the quality of the waters of the state, if the state board or a regional water quality control board made a finding that the control of residential salinity input would contribute to achievement of water quality objectives. See attached veto message. 
The Governor vetoed AB 2386 by Assembly Speaker Emeritus Fabian Núñez (D-Los Angeles). In his veto message, the Governor cited serious concerns raised by Farm Bureau and others about the role of unions seeking recognition of the “mediated” election process created by AB 2386. The Governor called for a dedicated revenue stream to enhance “oversight and education in the agriculture industry,” and directed the Labor agency to work with stakeholders to create this new program.   See attached veto message.
AB 2402 (La Malfa, R-Biggs) was signed by the Governor. This is a common sense bill sponsored by the California Trucking Association that rectifies the discrepancy between state and federal hours-of-service regulations. Currently California state law only allows commercial vehicles to be stopped, parked or left standing within a roadside rest area or viewpoint for 8 hours before being subject to towing or citation. AB 2402 extends that time to 10 hours.  Farm Bureau supported AB 2402.

Governor Schwarzenegger signed AB 2763 (John Laird, D-Santa Cruz) requires the California Department of Food and Agriculture to do advance planning on how California will treat a potential pest or disease should it enter the state, invite public comment and formalize the process to address an infestation. Farm Bureau supported AB 2763.
The governor also signed AB 2881 (Lois Wolk, D-Davis) requires real estate disclosure of the state’s right-to-farm law. Effective January 1, 2009, real estate agents will be required to inform potential buyer of property within one mile of land designated as prime farmland, farmland of statewide importance, unique farmland, farmland of local importance or grazing land that California has a right-to-farm law that protects farm and ranch operations from nuisance claims. 

The governor signed a measure sponsored by the Department of Conservation intended to strengthen the Williamson Act. AB 2921 (John Laird, D-Santa Cruz) will close several loopholes in the material breach provisions of the Williamson Act. Farm Bureau was neutral on AB 2921.

The governor signed SB 634 (Patricia Wiggins, D-Santa Rosa) clarifies the definition of olive oil, repeals current licensure provisions, conforms olive oil definitions, grades and labeling requirements to international standards, authorizes the addition of vitamin E to specified olive oil, permits a consumer to re-use a clean olive oil container, can, or drum. The governor also signed a “clean-up” measure AB 2824 (Tom Berryhill, R-Modesto) that clarifies that California olive oil producers need not undergo a sensory panel tasting, as required in SB 634, in order to label their oil extra virgin olive oil. The modification is in response to industry groups who expressed concern very late in the legislative process that SB 634 would burden small producers and require all producers to meet sensory standards at all times. The change in AB 2824 reduces that burden by replacing "meets the sensory standards" with "would meet the sensory standards." This will allow the use of scientific equipment to quantify the quality of the oil with the expense of a subjective taste panel.
The Governor Schwarzenegger vetoed Senator Lowenthal’s (D-Long Beach) container tax bill, SB 974 would have imposed a $60 per forty-foot container fee on the owners of containerized cargo moving through the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland. The governor stated numerous reasons for his veto of the measure, which included the availability alternative options such as the $1 billion in new funding provided by Prop 1B and public-private partnerships that would provide the opportunity to leverage billions of dollars to fund projects to alleviate port congestion and air pollution. The governor expressed his concern that funding was not made available in the bill to reduce air pollution in the San Joaquin Valley related to container cargo coming directly to and from the ports throughout the Valley and that it failed to provide long-term strategic planning for the state’s goods movement infrastructure. Finally he cautioned that careful consideration must be given to any proposed solution for its impact on the state’s economy. See attached veto message. Farm Bureau vigorously opposed this measure along with a coalition of over 400 businesses and associations. 

The governor also signed SB 1723 (Abel Maldonado, R-Santa Maria) requires that manufacturers that sell pesticide products in California establish or participate in container recycling program. This Farm Bureau supported measure will help insure that more recycling programs would be available and accessible to growers. 







