September 7, 2007
James A. Waddell

1101 Stone Canyon Dr. #1334

Roseville, CA 95661-4074

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A

Santa Rosa, California   95403

Subject: Klamath River Law Suit and Klamath River Salmon History.

Klamath Basin is the headwaters of the Klamath River with the rivers Williamson, Sprague, Sycan and Wood.  Hundreds of mineralized springs add water to the area, and the streambeds.  Millions of ducks, geese, hawks, eagles and hundreds of other bird species add their waste to the miles and miles of slow-moving water.  Other marine mammals live, eat and drop waste into the waters of the Klamath Basin and Klamath River waters.  All this has been life here for thousands of years.  
For information regarding the Algae Law Suit and referenced Salmon fish’s past existence please use, in part, these references.    Read Stephen Powers “Tribes of California” 1877 and read A. L. Kroeber “Handbook of the Indians of California” 1925.
· Powers - Salmon did not run above the rapids below Lower Klamath Lake…  Because above these rapids there were no deposits of gravel suitable to spawn in.  There were, and still are, a series of rapids that existed in the Klamath River for at least 14 miles upstream of the Oregon line that has no suitable gravel bars.  
· In the Klamath Basin, slow and shallow creeks, rivers, lakes, marshes, and still-watered refuges dominate the land.  The waters of the Klamath River land have algae and have had algae for all my life there.  We swam there, fished there, guided others to fish there, and gold mined there for many years. 
· Kroeber – “Salmon are said not to run into the Klamath Lakes or above.”
· There are many sources of information on Sucker-fish.  They are bottom feeders that spawn off-shore.
· The Karuk Tribe of California is a Political Entity that does not make any real efforts to represent the honorable members of the Karuk Tribe of Klamath River.  
· The majority of Karuk Members, as best I can learn, do not even know what is in this law suit.  Or the law suit against the Forest Service.  Or the law suit against the Department of Fish and Game.  I am NOT part of any Karuk law suit!
Sincerely;

James A. Waddell, Karuk Member #447


And former Member of the first Karuk Tribal Council c. 1971-1972.

